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An Assistive Input Device with Soft Texture
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Summary.

#  WISS2005

With the widespread use of visual display terminals (VDTs) at worksites, working environments have

significantly changed. Thorough the extreme use of input equipments such as mouses and keyboards, many

workers experienced fatigue of wrists and arms. In this paper, we propose a novel input device using a
infrared touch panel and cloth. Elasticity of cloth enables to absorb a finger shock and slow the change of key
pussing pressure. Furthermore, users can design key layout and key funtion as users like.

As a result of a usability test, normal keyboards are better than the cloth keyboard as the amount of time
required to finish a task. However, almost of users evaluate customization feature of the cloth keyboard.
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