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Half-Blood Prince is easily one of the better books in
the Harry Potter series. Several of the chapters are
particularly well-written, with great suspense and im-
agery. The end of the book is very sad indeed; yet, 1
was not crying—I was merely shocked, flabbergasted
at the circumstances. Before reading this book, if I
had to make a list of impossible things that could
never happen... Snape killing the Headmaster and
fleeing the school with a bunch of Death Eaters would
have been right at the top of the list. But, I'd have
been wrong. I had a very strong feeling that Dum-
bledore would be the one to die in this book. The
disturbing ending leaves you frustrated in anticipa-
tion of the next book.
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ook The Big Chill--on acid, August

By (]

Leopold Bloom King ("Leo" to friends) is the narrator of Pat Conroy's first novel in 14
years. The story opens on Bloomsday, 1969, in Charleston, South Carolina. Most
families don't commemorate this celebration of the work of James Joyce, but then
again, most parents don't name their sons after fictional Joycean characters. At the
tender age of 18, painfully shy Leo has had enough drama to last a lifetime. Trouble
began early with his radiant older brother's suicide. Leo found the body. This led to
years of therapy and adventures within the mental health care system. Finally
released from institutions, Leo is immediately convicted of a crime he didn't commit,
but for which he won't defend himself. All of this has occurred before the events of
the novel, and are exposited in the first 50 pages or so.
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