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INTRODUCTI@

This oes not aim to contain all ffthe best American
hu stories"; there are many otlr stories equally as
200 . in much the same vein, sfattered through the
rai literature. T have tried tofkeep a certain unity
of [ession in selecting these stoffes. In the first place

at the pieces of brief fictigh which I included
| be not merely good stofles, but good short
yself in the position of onfl who was about to
short stamies igethe wholelrange of American
t whom w«i to do this, was
¢ must refrain from selecting any of the best
American short stories that did not contain the element of humor
to a marked degree. But I have kept in mind the wide boundaries
of the term humor, and also the fact that the humorous standard
should be kept second—although a close second—to the short
story standard.
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of aim and impression in selecting these stories. In the first place
I determined that the pieces of brief fiction which I included
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select tne besl short stories n the whole range ol American
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