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Flat: A Proposal of a Radar Style Information Presentation for Browsing the Real Space
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Summary. On the mobile devices, navigation services using the location information such as GPS are
widely used. Thus, those services are mostly intended to lead the user to a goal set in advance. In the
real space like a town or an exhibition hall, we often wonder around to find an interesting place to go.
In this research, we define that type of navigation as ”browsing”. We propose an interface called ”Flat”,
which represents other user’s activities on a radar screen.To realize the browsing, three design principles
are applied: 1) social navigation, 2) ego-centric mapping, and 3) the analogy of the scent. In Flat, the
history of the multiple users arrival to the booths are used as an analogy to scent. The strength of the
scent to the each booth are shown as the size of the ball in augmented reality display. In this way, the
booths which more visitors arrived are recomended.
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